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REMARKABLE ESPECIALLY WITH A
LITTLE SHORT HIKING TO ACCESS THE SWEET STEEP STUFF
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| started with a cheeky
Moscow Mule . . ]]

This is where the LS Ski Team come to
train each vear, atracted by an impres-
sive snow making set up designed to
keep the mountain white. We ski right
through till the lifts close, invigorated by
the fresh alpine air.

Queenstown has one hundred amd
pwenty licensed establishments in one
seguare kilometre, not that I'm counting.
Thase same establishments are hilled with
local lepends who need only one name,
like Scoop, the old school newshound
who gets his best stories in the bars after
dark,

In a country ohiayiad h:.- habbits, the
back alley ways and coblbled laneways
that connect a seried of intimate dnnlt.-nE:
holes designed to bring people closer
together are reminiscent of The 5hire. It's
within the town's swanky bars that the
fun begins.

| started with a cheeky Moscow Mule

firesice at the institution that is Bardeaus,

the lane side deck offers prime people
purging real estate. Frodo the bar
manager may be challenged by the
height of the bar, but what he lacks in
stature he makes up for with a wicked
way with a muddle as he pounds and
pummiels my limes with palm sugar

It's consichered sacrilege in this town
to not dink cocktails, it’s a religion

followed by many. Easily converted,
one led 1o another and the bar became
miy dance floor come midnight, thank
god there wasn't a pole or things could
have got ugly. A step across the lane to
the world's smallest drinking institution,
Minibar and the night was complete.
Every town has it's place where those

in the know pick up coffes to go. That
place in Queenstown (s joe's Garage, a
retro inspired food and coffee hall that
serves up bacon rolls and smoothies to
bleary eyed folk in ski gear preparing for
the day ahead.

It's here | start day two, | need some
caffeine to pet me down the legendary
Alta Chutes at The Remarkables ski area.
If you're prepared to hike ten minutes
you can get to the good stuff, narrow
steep rocky chutes leading down to the
frozen Lake Alta. Take wour pick from
Escalator or Elevator, aptly named as
you'll need one or the other after these
thigh burners.

Just because | didn't get enough the first
time | make the drive back to Coronet
for night skiing. Hardly a soul areund,
fanging it out on the hill under clear star
lit skies and the lights of Ceenstown
below. It's only a twenty minute drive
back to town where it's early to bed
after pizza at The Cow, another local




institution. Tomorrow is heli ski day and |

wiant to book my best,

Heli skiimg is the ubtimate rush for

powder fiends sniffing out the good

stufl, Once you've experienced the rush

of fresh tracks on mountains far from

mowhere its hard to step back on a

groomed trail

T T X I This is total rock star skiing and the
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ke~ oo Ltdr jj{]jrgzj Y _U on a super show. Fresh snow has fallen
5 evernight and the air is crisp and dry

- There's semething about the sound of
helicopter rotors that just do it for me,
. That first ride in, lifting up over the peaks

h};ﬂﬂf&u :_1".. : in the Harris Mountain Fange, the first

i Lt o Tt . sighting of the endless powder bowls just
: bepging for some action. It's magic.

The turns are fresh, powder mid calf and
higher and the group of four skiers and
our guide eat it up.

Mo Fealand takes on a whole new 1.k||r'|g
aspect when the rhc-pp-rr Pt imealved.
It's hl_g mauntain terrain for all standards
of ikier from intermediate ralling dunes
of snow to steeper, longer, tighter faces
of powder

It simply doesn’t get better than this on

a bluebird day, chomping on pourmet
cuisine laid out on a snow table after four

f‘_ﬂé runs and another four to po. =
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Harry's Pool Bar is flled with others

that share the glow. It's the watering N,
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