


After experiencing a private charter, there's no going
back to ordinary skiing, writes Rachael Oakes-Ash.
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Janes Peak sits across from Lake Wakatipy,
itself on theshores of Queenstown. lt'spmrate
farming land whose owners have

Southern Lakes Heliski the right to schuss,

«carve and rip it up when the conditions are
sight. Today it is our personal mountain,

untmcked untouched and covered in the
We’reonapnvanecharten']‘lusmeansthat

long as they can congh up the $1400 cash per
person anc are happy to ski orboard at the
same pace, it's possible to getup to 15 runs or
more in a single day You don’t share the
helicopter with any other group and you don't
share the mowuritain ejther. If heli:skiing gives
you rockstarstatus, private charter gives you
theNo.olfdmtpodnon !

One of my three amigos is a powder virgin
andrt’sforhxmm’vebroughtomﬂxebuguns

- Simon Witkinson, private ski instructor

Johnmy, our helicopter pilot, isourstodowith  extraordinaire - to gethim through the
‘what we will. A standard heli-ski experience powdes. There’s wortse than $1400
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- siders. are 20 people out river: e
fortheday, the chopperwill | vow to Wln on either side before lifting
citeuit with five groups doing Lottosolcan  ushighoveraridgetoreveal
the same runsjn ' the spectacular Janes Peak.
mmspeeaofgigdwset have Johnny  Therearewhoopsand
: It‘sloadsoffun,agmet an arnon Call.  paven'teven onto
.boasnngngh:andamsamnal the snow We alight -
wnthpeople themhrmmjff boardinglevel skis. Tz ﬁnchoosesmﬂn&.e ““ﬁﬂﬁ‘é
ata skior intoour arn 2 we
and digs a snow pit to check for avalanche
from$695forasetamountofmns danger. All clear, he takes the firstline and we
tggje,fourorﬁveandﬂwnpayforeadl follow one at a time, with Wilkinson coaching
mnafnerthat. * myfriend onhow to handle the powder and
The advantage of a private charter is you make the most of his day.
choosewhosnsmﬂ!echoppermthyou So This is living — knee-deep dry suow, sunon

.a unique experience that will stay wi

Heliski has the Classic {four runs) day
for SNZ795 a person; the Max Run
(six runs) for SNZ2920 a person or
private charteris available for
SNZ1400 aperson. See
www.southernlakes heliski.co.nz. For
general tourism information about
Queenstown, see www.gueenstownnz
.co.nz.

the face, wind in the hair, good friendsina
remote motntain region miles from amywhere
with not a lift queue in sight.

I vow to win Lotto sol can have Johnny and
Tarn oncall. We're bonding, our sharing

hfeandremampamnedonourfaeewmh

ocolambmmmmsewedonambiedugﬁom
ﬂlesnvanotherﬁverutx]iandwemhetums
having some time out in the chopper as fatigue
sets in. The most enthusiastic member of our
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Heli-skiing’s like

The authorwas a guest of Destination
Queenstown and Air New Zealand.



