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The piste makers

Hopes are high for a bumper ski season - with a little man-made help, writes Rachael Oakes-Ash.
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Mount Buller, which is less than three hours
from Melbourne, is launching Australia’s first
high-spieed six-seat chaidift, the Holden Chaidift
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This year features a Winterfestival
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* MORE THRILLS CLOSER TO HOME

The skiworld loves a hellcopter andno more so than in Mew Zealand. The lormer
snowcat-skiing operation, Mount Potts, has reinvenbed itself as a heli park. The privabe ski
and snowboard ledge on aworking farm is a bwo-hour drive fram Christehureh and offers a
stay-and-play experience. Bed down in the basic lodge with a cooked dinner and be airlifted
to the peak of Mount Pottsin the morning. Rather than pay for a full day, it's SNZ200(5163)
for the first [ft; then skl down to the mountaln-base hut and it"s SNZT5 for every heli it you
decide to take after that. You choose how much you want, and can afford, to skior
snowboard. Queenstown's Southern Lakes Hell Ski has upgradedits private charter heli
skiing for those who are cashed up. For SNZ1400 per person, you and three mates get a
private heli ski guide, chopper and pilot, gourmeet lunch and a3 many ski runs as you can fit
ik aday. Maunt Cook will hest the Warld Hedl Challenge from August 9 to August 24. Aftera
six=year hiatus, the ¢vent is back and features seven of the worlds biggest =ki brands and
seven of bhe world®s snowboard brands entering two athletes each to compete on 50-degree
slapes, clifts and coulairs.
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