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Rachael Oakes-Ash joins the hunt for powder in Arthurs Pass, in the heartland of
New Zealand's Craigieburn Ranges.
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Lose yourself in the Lost City.

At APT, our itineraries give you ample time to immerse yourself
in our majestic destinations. Now that’s civilised.

quest for powder is akin to the Holy

Grail. Not just any powder, either -

it must be untracked, untouched
virgin snow waiting for abranding. lam
hardly religious but I am addicted. I have
tasted fresh turns in ungroomed snow
and I want more.

Addicts find other addicts, it’s only
natural, and Pm joined in my quest by six
Aussie blokes also in search of secret
powder stashes. We're in Arthurs Pass, in
the heartland of New Zealand's
Craigieburn Ranges and our “dealer” is
Heather Dent, a hardened American-
turned-Kiwi who likes her mountains steep
and her powder thigh deep.

Heather and husband, Symon, own Black
Diamond Safaris. This boutique ski
company guides international guests
through the rugged terrain of Craigieburn,
Olympus and Broken River club fields,
providing ski tips, lunch on the barbie and
four-wheel-drive transport into these little-
known snow regions.

The boys and I have chosen a four-night
affair with The Burn hosted lodge in Castle
Hill as our headquarters. Itis run by
Tasmanian Bob Edge and Kiwi Phil
Stephenson, both keen skiers in winter and
anglers in the summer. All the boys are on
their best behaviour, slapped over the
knuckles by Heather before my arrival.
When one of the guests introduces himself
as a tradesman with Waste Deep Plumbing
and says his name is Tiger [ know all bets
are off. Boys one, Rachaelnil.

F or many skiers and boarders the



¢ Services of a professional APT To
v Arrival and departure tronsfers in

ur Director

v quiies included for land portion
cluded .« Domestic flights in South America included

¢ Guoranteed Oceon View Rooms of the Sofitel
Copacabana Beach Rio de Janeiro

FREE UPGRADE TO
BALCONY CABIN

-

30 DAYs FRom $11 ;95

per person, twin shcrre

Price.includes: .. .
14 rights aboard the dﬁ]m
Star Princess cruise around
Cape Horn and the Chilean
Fiords, time fo explore Cusco
for 2 nights, overnight stay at
Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel.
Train ride on the First Class
Andean Explorer to Puno.
Explore the Floating Islands of
Lake Titicaca. 3 night stay in

Rio de Joneiro at the Sofitel with ocean

views of Copacabana Beach, train
ride fo stofue of Chris! the Redeemer
and cable car ride to Sugar Loaf
Mountain, Scenic drive through
Rio’s beach districl, 73 magls, .
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CALL 1300 656 985 for a brochure
~ or see your travel agent
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Price includes:
1+ 4 nights cruising Patagonia
ti on the boutnque-slzed
| my Vig:Aistralis, view' * -
| _'speciacular Chitean F|0rds
é dlose up, Pia Glacier,
! Concha y Toro winery four,
| visit Machu Picchu, scenic
{ rail journey onboard the
E first class Andeon Explorer
“fora scenic vail journey to
Puno, visit unigue man-made
islands of Lake Titicaca,

2 night siay in Buenos Aires,
enjoy a tango show at

La Ventano, full day at an
Argentine Estancia (ranch}

APT

Punta Arenas sightseeing tour,

Fiesta Gaucha tour, 42 meals.
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*Condiiians opphy. Cannol oe combined with ony other offer, Subject 10 avaiiobikly, Book ona osposit by 30 k. 2008. APT mservas the Agni % withdraw mo cffar ol any time Fres upgrade 1o
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lt’sdaeleanseasonocfzooﬂollowmgthe
bumper season of 2006. Winter can be like
that, feast or famine, but we make the most
of what we've got and know we'll just have
to hunt harder to find the good stuff. In fact
it's so precarious that Mount Olympus club
field has hardly opened this season. It's not
so much the lack of snow - there is still
enough to be found for a good time - it’s
the layers that are causing problems.

Avalanche danger is high thanks to weak
layers cautsed early in the season when the
snow froze, heated up and froze again. The
crystals aren’t bonding and the metre or
more snow cover on top of the original pack
is threarening to slide.

1 must o phlha?famammothfearof
avalanches, a phobia of giant pro;
Atthe same time I am fas E;
asldngbackoounn'yen:humtomllm
their stories of dodging the white dragon.
Yes, I've done avalanche courses, yes I've
bougltt}tzkDIs,mI:!eevsyi?enﬂm%:idman
Avalung (air on to bide me
v betore seticg footoff e pit
quiver setting foot o piste.

Which is why my jaw hits the wagon floor
.asHeatherDenthaJ.ﬂs;hgboys me up
‘the access road to Craigieburn. I
_sluedheremZODﬁwbenthesnowmver
:stopped falling, Pve since skied around the
world and still T rate Craigieburn in my top
five ski experiences. Last time [ drove this
road we negotiated head-high snow banks,

 this time we're negoti rocksand I'm
faoedbynmenversmchedebnsas
we park the car beneath the club lodge.

r  Heather assures me they were set offby
Nk:k,thehead iean'ol]er.whobombsthe
‘terrain (0 ensure the hill is safe for skiers
and boarders. This is a backcountry field
-with lift acoess but no snowcat groomers so
safety is paramount in any season.

{ Theclub fieks of New Zealand are
.unique. These private member-owned
rrountains give a terrific ski experience at
half the cost of the co ski fields.
Guests can stay on the mountain in
bunkhouses and basic lodges but they’ll
ﬁndthei.rnfc;a:neontrecl_lomsboardm
exchange for cheap . Hence our
bedding down at The Burn where Edge and
Stephenson do our chores for us.

Some club fields, such as nearby Porters,
have snowmaking and groomers but the s
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Head in the clouds ... (above) a lone skier takes on the piste at dusk in New Zealand and (below) enjoying the breathtaking mountainside view. Photo: Getty Images

true club fields of Cheeseman, Temple
Basin, Craigieburn and the like remain
natural. Most have nutcracker rope tows —
Craigieburn’s cable tow is run by a tractor
that sits stationary in a mid-mountain shed,
its hubs resting on bricks.

Skiers wear a waist belt witha
nutcracker contraption joined to the belt by
arope, heavy-duty gloves are worn to grip
the moving rope tow cable, the nuteracker
is thrown over the side and gripped
together by both hands in the hope it will
pull you up the hill. That’s the theory,
anyway, and it takes the boys a while to get
the gist even with Dent helping. Rachael
one, boys one.

Husband Symon has been

skiing these fields since he There are no  Safariwithher this year.

could stand up and we meet

him barbecuing fresh lift gueues. they’re not always about the

venison on the mid-

mountain lodge deck. He's

joined by company guide “Chicken”, who
never reveals his real name or the reason
for his nickname.

They know everyone and everyone
knows them. Then it’s hard not to when
there’s a mere 40-odd people skiing the
mountain each day. It's nice not to share the
hill with a thousand folk in designer suits
who can only snow plough. It’s pure retro
dress, big mountain skiers and no lift
queues out here.

The huntis on as Dent guides the boys and
me across an open face to some chutes that
haven't been tracked. We wear avalanche
beacons and practise safe crossing, one skier
ata time. The Snow Huntress has sniffed out

her kill and offers upherpteyforourtalung.

We take it with pleasure, making our mark >

with each turn before heading back up for TRIP NOTES

more of Dent’s guidance. W Getting there Air New Zealand flies daily direct from Sydney to Christchurch. The Burnis
Come sundown we're swapping ski just over an hour from Christchurch International Airport. See www.airnewzealand.com.au

stories over Stephenson’s gourmet cuisine or phone132 476.

at The Burn. The boys devise a complicated M More information The Snow Hunter multi-day guided ski and snowboard safaris are run by

drinking game they call Extreme Tumbling Black Diamond Safaris. Four nights-five days with airport pick-up, daily transport, avalanche

Tower involving Jenga and nudie runs transceivers and instruction, lift passes, breakfast, lunch and dinner daily and

through the 50-odd house village, while accommodation at the Burn costs $NZ2870 ($2316) aperson for two people, $NZ2320 for

Dent plots our next day’s snow hunting on three or more people. See www.blackdiamondsafaris.co.nz.

Broken River’s club field terrain. She warns
uswe'll be earning our turns with a hike

to get to the powder but it doesn't slow the BB e e e P i .““
boys’ drinking. AT S ; a3
Tiger and his crew are already talking of P e :
returning for another Snow

That's the beauty of ski tours,

amount of snow, more about
the people you ski with.

You can't rely on the weather but you can
control the quality of your company and if
you clash with your guide then chances are
you're not going to go home happy: It’s
impaossible to clash with the Dents and their
crew;, nothing appears to faze them and I
want what they’re having.

It's been a good day. I win the game of
Jenga and remain fully clothed, shouting
from the deck to the boys who strip off
below.

Rachael two, boys one.

The author was a guest of Ski Tourism
Marketing Network, Tourism New Zealand
and Air New Zealand.






