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field day 
/ Looking for some ski-field action? Rachael 

Oakes Ash reports on the new and alluring 
I 

attractions of Australasia's winter resorts I 

I 
HERE'S big news on the 
slopes of Australia and 
New Zealand for the com- 
ing season from upgraded 
snowmaking to new 

lodges, and everyone is pumped for a 
bumper winter. 

The biggest is Coronet Peaks' 
$NZ30 million new base lodge 25 
minutes from Queenstown with an 
Aspen-inspired VIP Peak Club for 
cashed-up members only. 

Early snow falls in both Australia 
and New Zealand are a good indicator I so far that we won't be skiing on rocks. 

OFF-PISTE: Treble Cone opens the i 
doors on its inaugural TC Freeski , Camp for 13- to 17-year-olds wanting 
to make use of TCS famous big- 
mountain off-piste skiing. This week- i 
long camp includes intensive coaching 1 
with like-minded free skiers, con- 
veniently offered during the July 1 
school holidays. www.treblecone.com 1 

The boutique ski-in, ski-out resort i 
of Charlotte Pass in New South Wales 1 is offering guided back-country treks I 

for confident and adventurous skiers 
l 

and boarders looking for untracked ! 
steev and d e e ~  vowder in tree-lined I 

Queenstown received l.rm in two chuies and op6n bowls. 
days last week and Australian resorts www.charlottepass.com.au 
have welcomed the lower tempera- 
tures to get the snow guns blasting. MAN-MADE SNOW: Everyone's 

So what is hot and what's not for upped the ante on snow-making over 
the ski fields of Australasia in 20087 the past few years with Perisher Blue 

forking out a mammoth $9.75 million 
What's hot to upgrade their automated snow guns 
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RUN and jump . . . winter has tunred on g m t  akiiw conditions AyShbia  and New ZeaM. 

I 1 

L 9hring you the &ace to win om p-ntrr - l ~ -  .I-- e ~ l ~  

cllairw Ekpres* six-seater, super- - i r  - 
Bourke Street 

impeessive l55. Victoria's Ebb has 
M e d  envir-@y efEcient 
snow-- on to Hem?& VaUej. 
F & C h e k h a s a d d e d m b  
Wombat's Ramble and M BuUer has 
enhanoad the kwfgirmm area for the 
, H d h  chairlift 

Not to be outdone, New Zdand's 
Coronet Peak has dedjakd a slice of 
the m01.r~ $NZ3Ckdbm 
snowmaking with m e  200 
mated snow guns. 

HLLICOPTLRYh The Invincibles pri- 
vate ski Md is accessible cml* 
h&copter.Newfhisseasonisatwo- 
day, one-night Invincibfg heli-ski 

&age with ~~ Lakes Heli Ski 
~ . ~ u ~ ~ c o ~ ~ ,  The r 
erdvenM take to the sfrim for three 
heli-ski runs e d  day in a private 
charter then urdhkd accegs to .the 
Iavindbles rope-tow back-country 
terrain, stay OV-t in the basic hat 
h d d o i f & a ~ t h e ~ d a y . ~  

;*u and y m  dow heli skim HFiU be 
Q n t h e ~ t a i n  

Mt Pons near ~ t c h u r c f i ,  has 
traded in its mowcat for rotor motion 
launching the h e m  hemisphere's 
only "Helipark". The theory is simple: 
hapd over $NZOS) fbr a flight to the 
top of the 380ha ungroomed # d c -  
amnky. Then ski okride d h .  

Watls mt hof, 
GMCELLED FLI@HTSz 
Qmtasllink have camcelled its service 
to  Mt Hotham's airport, eliminating 
Australia"~ only ddmtk snow 
flights Visitors to &-l&m'caa still use 
Albury, but thar~ not' the point 

LIFT PASS whst ~ h @  ~astL.alian 
Alpine club's iqmerolttd plhz sur- 
vey meals '%.ksrW~ ski*mrts as 
the most eqmq&e lift 
world - $98:' %@%W%", 
perish me an d&~'& li&Zaf 
Thredbo for half , W : e  The 
Kiwis fare &d&r; s@& Treble Gne's 
$rn* @&$I) & ma- 


