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Traditional Tai Tais were shopping-mad, trophy wives of Hong Kong's wealthiest. The
new breed of Tai Tai has a career, raises millions for charity yet still loves her Vuitton.
Rachael Oakes-Ash meets Hong Kong's two most famous all-new Tai Tais

B o iy, biy, bny takes on new
: Mg n ] I:rr.|:; H-l:-ng.;
- whaere the bigper wour
. consumption the higher
| your status,  High sociery
|2 women in this consumer

haven rechine on the Loy wal the stalus
lochider sigping French, drving Cerman and
wearing couture, Ther namef Tad T, the
invadern doy China concubine,

Traditionally trophy wives of wealthy
Hong Konpers, these ladies ot leisure spent
thietr days brand shopashop-shopgang and
goss-goss-gossiping. Bur thamks to the
econemis boom of the past half century
a new class of Tai Tai has novw-emenged.
Yealihy working women with a penchani
for luxury have entered the folbd and the
masdern day Tai Tai has reached celebrity
stafes invited o the best pamics, spotted in
I-I_nng }.;ung Taiter soceal pages a nd coarted
by Chanel, Bvbgiri and Hirmes,

With celebrity comes powwer, power o
riniee diollars for those less fortunate, 15 vou're
nit deding vour bit for charity then you're
ot welcome mn the current Tal Ta corcle,
Similarly if vou don't own property (o and

o Emirmles Waman Wng 2000

vaitside of Hong Kong, haven't travelled,
don't understand the share market, don't

ko vour Salviiore from vour Ferragamn
and have less than two servants then s B0
the end of ihe line.

Danny Lai is the King of the Tai Tais,
e executive assistant manager for Guest
Relatsns ot the Mandarin Orlental Histel,
Dhenny has wined and dined Tai Tais for M
wears, His honestw, charm and discretion
his earned him the trust of the city's o
wiealthy and influential women. 5o much so
that when he wes recently dingnosed with
cancer the Tai Toi community put together a
rersler bo visit and care for hem 24607 through
his treatment

“A Tai Tah 15 not alwiys considened & good
winrd ™ expinins Lad. "It i supposed to be
sermienne whin is pretiy, his o eich hasband

and doesn’t work, In
oillosguial Chinese it
means wife. Many
wee Tod Tids as just
Hh-l'l"l[ll:' s bk 1!1:'3."r|-
nedl Sure there'’s
competition beiween
them as to who can
lzink the best bt it s
harirdess, thieyre all
part oif a ||11i||;|¢ cluts
e Lutest breed of Tad
Tai is educated, has
her o job, hielps
the poor and does an
CHOATRICNES A0
ol work for charitye |
feel very honoured o
ke them

They rame millions
af dollars at thelr
charity events.
Ihey are socialites
aned know the poewer of thietr rli-:1||r-.- m
the press. Inone @vent kst vear we raised
HE:2 Imillion in one night, we hope to top
that this vear with $3million.”

The names to look for when scan ning
the social pages of The Sonih Chira Morming
Byrrr or thie more esclusive Kee .'I-].!:i:ar:hlh' fosr
imembers of The Kee Club in Hosng Kong ane
lenmifer Toss [cosmetic entreprencur andgd
wile of mega-millionaire, Philip Tose) and
Pansy Ho Hui (founder of Chocasions and
daughter of casing misgnate Stanley Hoj,

Ol schaoal socialites such as Bremda and
Kaibong Chau (known as the 'pink couple’
becaisse of their penchamt for and their
equally pink Rolls Rovee ], are still on the
cirouit but sinoe the handover in 1998 the
new posver belongs to the working heiress,
Shirley Li




REAL LIV ES power women

Shirley Li married a
self-made businessman
of wealth and is the
mother of three —

a barrister, a doctor
and a sales director,
She 1s 61 but looks 31
and has the energy of

a 21-year-old.

“ “ou don’t choose 1o
| i’y
My husband

made mie proumise fam
that | would devode all oy time bor

him, our family and our children

be a Ta Tan,

ANV WAY.

| agreed never (o work or start a
business of my own,  Anyway, just ronping our hawsechold i @
buintriess wite iseki

I am very old schoal, 1 ook my children to Los Angeles &0
they could go o high school amd university there | don’t believe
in leaving children in bodarding school. As a4 woman | am a
traditionalist. My hushand was a sell-made man who worked harsd
ane] made money and | worked hard 1o suppsort him, Sadhy, he died a
fese momsths ago bast | am proud that 1 spent so much of our marmige
eniaiiing e was well booked iHer

Some people crave to be a Tai Tai, you get given a lot af free
stulf by spas and fashion companies who wanl you o endonse ther
products ar be seen in their sores. [ don’t generally accept gifts from
companies. though some do. mainly celebrities. You have to give
them gifis if you wiint themi ot your ball

| am involved with & pumber of charities, My mosi
recent ik Care for Children, where we help abandoned and
orphaned children in China but my oldest charity is The
Hong Kong Council of Early Childhood Education {LECES]
I'we been with them for 20 vears and bt's mmportant o me as
| think children and old people are helpless and need our
binpuit. | go to my rich friends and get them o give money
for charity, | feel very cghtesus sbout robbing. the noh io

help the poar.”

My Dayy .

“I feel very righteous about robbing
the rich to help the poor.”

wome are my charity ball society friends, others are people [rm
companies nevding my help; still others are my. daughter’s friends
We will talk aboat our children, what charity event we are next going
toy, wehiat's i fashion

After lunch | might go for High Tes ot The Peninsuls Hotel. Twice
a8 week | visit an old people’s bome and help with lundrossng, Pl si
with the elderly and keep them comipumy

Then | will talk o my maid about what o prepare for dinnes
When miv husband was alive 1 would naiurally care for him. If there
& & ball on for ome of my chariises | will go or | may atiend other
balls to support my foends and thelr causes, But 1 also love stayig
at harmie and l.»..ll.'l'|||1|.1 Cirinese soap IR Cih.

| AR R TELAITL

Ao Laim gl Tha Swans

"I get up at Jam, have breakfast and go for ' walk on Bowen
Road, near my home in Hong Koog Mid Levels. During the walk
I will contemplote my ourfits for the day. My wardrobe is very
orfganiued, [ have it co-ordinated by colour, designer and soch, so it
easy bo envissge inomy head,

Lunch & spent with girtiriends a1 The Chipper Lounge, Mandarin
Ohriental Hotel, Some of ey friends are those | went to school with,

&1 Emraies Worman My

Ehop fessve sears SO
® Hiair shyliat: Firm Rodenson, www
AFTFCEINTERDE . O

® Favourite restaurant: Gam rostaurm
# Dapl siore; Lars Crmwioend

# (s

Happy Vabey ond Sha Tin racasourses

Hong Kiong Jockay Ciob
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MEET KATHY CHUI

Taws wrh Haneg Kor g

"~ athy divirced her husband
I yeirs ago arfer setting
up her own fnancial
govmpany and making hes

own madrk i the business woarld,

Refusing financial support from: he

tather, choosing instead to siody

||.\,-'|_| AN I||-\; I.\..:II'.._I"\-\.ill il Toronio

s -5

Snd it worked Decause in 193 she was nomed the most Posverlol

ind ke her own way i the world
R TTIRTRIN

Woman by Adia anid i P99 was awarded the Coallen ael Orndene al
Mermo denla .'-..'I- ddica [rafrana for underwTiting the refurtishment
of the Bardi Chapel in Florence.

At 54, she now livss m Hong Ko, |I|'-':.il||_:: ke time belweee
muainland Ching and Hoog Kong lsland, she js the chairman of
Prime Investment Holdings where she works with companies i
fimancial ditficulty, owne fve cars imscluding s Ferran and o Porsche
g has her own Champagne label in France. Her son, Christopher
Lewe, ik considered Hong Kong's inost eligible bachelor

“Charigy work in Hiong Bong is serioos, |8 ook seven vears Ror
ne (o become the chabrman of Po Leung Kuk in 1992, 1t & the oldes
charsty 1n iI-'-n:__' k-.-n::;. moge than 130 vears old, You have to Bursi

coormee  involved, then bechme o divector, then 4 vice-chairman

before being considered for chiirman. We work with women

children and arphans giving them oom and board, lnancia
help and shelter

CLUBS

LFIMEPC

One of Hong Kong's richest women, Kathy Chui is the daughter
of the late film producer, Chiu Sheang-Chow. She married one of
Hong Kong's wealthiest families, the Lees

| am now working with the Peace & Development Foundario

which 15 8 kant venture with the Umited MNations. We aim o esducate

the leaders of tomiarrow friom China at Oxfon] and Cambridpe o
they cam retum o |'|._-'|,- their e cottry meve gway from internal
corrajibion amnd e lorwaind

Theres B o Lot of ._.-||'.|l|_|||i|-|| hietween women v Hong BEong
they don't know wherse to pat me becaose | am sople and divorced, |
don 't take any men o the charity enctions becauwse the press olways
commiment on it and say the man s my boviciend when he's no

Men in II|-|'!I_ L|.|'!! want o treat me Lke a man because 'm a
business lender: | recently went 1o the Mandarin Orienial in Chang
Mm and while all the

I didd a conking clasa. | thowught i1 might help men find me les
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® Clothes tor work: Gaoegio An

® For evaning: Doce & @abhane, Chand
® For handbags:

® For Shoes: Salvalons Femags

OB RCES

® For Jewsllan: Canier Vinlag
® Hestauramn! [ha Crhing

& Drinkes: Choeroagne o o s Seand Myl
& Lunch; | he
= High Tea! Cliooe irge, Mandarfin Cner

WINE BARS
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