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Giant carrots, eruptions and strange nicknames could make you draw some
disconcerting conclusions about Mt Ruapehu. But it's a mountain that commands

respect — and lures you back as Rachael Oakes-Ash discovered.

Mt Ruapehu has Mana, that's
Maori speak for power and psychic
force. It's also an active volcano
meaning you don't want to mess
with the mana here, you might get
burnt. The most recent eruptions
were in 1995/96 but they're a
hardy bunch in these parts — after
the ‘95 eruption the skiing only
stopped for half a day.

Access roads were closed as
recently as March 18 this year when
a lahar, or mudslide, from the crater
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lake made its way to the sea via the

Whangaehu river. This time no one
got hurt, unlike the last lahar in 1953

when 151 people died when the
mud washed away a rail bridge.

But that doesn't stop thousands of

Kiwis from schussing down
Ruapehu’s slopes come winter time
when the mountain boasts the
most snow and the deepest base in
the country (an average two to
three metres).

It may not have the neon lights of

Queenstown or the international
airport of Christchurch but it does
have over one thousand hectares of
seriously awesome terrain across two
ski areas and when the conditions
are on | know where Id rather be.
This mountain is hot, pun intended.
Snowsports lovers from Auckland
and Wellington have been skiing
this mountain since 1929 when the
first rope tow was installed and with
phase one of a $40million mountain
development set to open this

season, they'll be doing it for 75
years more, A six-seater high-speed
chairlift, 1.4kms in length, ensures
it's one super speedy trip all the way
to the top at Turoa ski area.

The money for the project was
raised by selling life passes for
NZS$3875 to NZ$4995. It's that kind
of mountain; those that ride its
slopes are as loyal as bloodhounds
and proud to call it their own. They
don't mind handing over the
mullah, no one profits as the lift
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