The Canterbury Plains provide the
backdrop for Mt Hutt. On a clear day,
skiers can see as far as the Pacific
Ocean. An hour’s drive from
Christchurch airport, facilities for
beginners are first rate with magic
carpets, a dedicated novice chairlift
and a 1.2km novice run for practice.
The recently installed Summit Six
high-speed chairlift means more
time spent on snow and less time
on chair.
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The Rakaia Saddle Chutes, on 40
hectares of terrain, provide
challenging skiing for stronger skiers
and boarders. If conditions are good,
drop off down the North Peak to be
picked up by helicopter and dropped
back at the car park for around $140.

® 365 hectares (plus 40ha at
Rakaia Saddle Chutes)

® 1403 metres - 2075 metres

*  25% beginner; 50%
intermediate; 25% advanced

The nearest town is Methven, a
sleepy village that comes alive each
winter. Don't miss The Blue Pub - it's
an icon and, even if you don't stay
there, you should pop in for a beer.
www.thebluepub.com

The Lodge on Chertsey is bright,
clean, new and value-for-money in
the centre of town.
www.thelodgenz.com

This reputable mountain boasts the
best view for skiers in New Zealand,



with impressive vistas of Lake
Wanaka. This is serious skier's
territory, providing both beginner
and intermediate runs to nurture
and challenge as well as something
extra for advanced skiers wanting
some bite.

This year sees the introduction of
three-day programs for intermediate
skiers — with a money-back guarantee
if they don't improve. Trust me, you
will improve.

Snowmaking has increased by
50 per cent and the six-seater high-
speed chairlift opened last year

gives snow-lovers access to even
more terrain.

The on-mountain catering is some
of the best in the country, and the
views tend to lead to long lunch
breaks before hitting the slopes
again. Be early for the hot muffins.

Wanaka township sits at the base
of Treble Cone and is a mellower
version of Queenstown, with plenty
of accommodation and wine-and-dine
options. Thursday night's indoor
curling at the Bullock Bar is a Kiwi
take on a Canadian sport favourite.
Hilarious fun.
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Main: The remarkable view
from The Remarkables

Left: The fields of Cardrona

* 550 hectares

1255 metres — 2088 metres

*  10% beginner; 40%
intermediate; 50% advanced

Di and Doug Purvis provide a home
away from home on the edge of Lake
Wanaka at the exclusive Bluewater
Lodge. Do not leave without trying
Di’s Ginger Crunch, truly addictive.
www.bluewaterwanaka.co.nz
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